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Town of Benton 

Select Board Meeting of October 2, 2017  

 

Select Board Members: William R. Darcy, Chair; Regina Elliott and Paula Boutin 

 

Also Present: Dwight Swauger, Treasurer; Joseph Boutin, Jr., road contractor; Vicky Ayer, 

DRA; and Steven Allen, contract assessor. 

 

*These draft minutes of the Town of Benton Select Board are believed accurate and correct, but 

they are subject to additions, deletions and corrections by the Select Board at the next meeting 

when the Board votes its final approval of the minutes. These minutes are made available at this 

time to conform to the requirements of New Hampshire RSA 91-A:2. 

 

Chairman Darcy called the meeting to order at 6:30 PM.  

 

There was discussion with Vicky Ayer, Real Estate Appraiser from the NH Department of 

Revenue Administration (DRA), and Steve Allen, the Town’s contract assessor, about the town 

wide real estate reappraisal (called a Statistical Revaluation) that is required by the State in 2018. 

Ms. Ayer briefly explained her responsibilities and the DRA's purpose in monitoring  assessing 

work in Benton. Steve Allen also explained his work and the upcoming Statistical Revaluation in 

2018. Mr. Allen explained that much progress had been made since 2013 in organizing files and 

obtaining necessary documents for Current Use and Credits and Exemptions. Ms. Ayer stated 

that she would come in to review these files as part of Assessment Review in 2018.  The Board 

reviewed the MS-1 form on property values which was prepared by Mr. Allen and signed it for 

submission to the DRA.   

 

Chairman Darcy moved approval of the September 25 meeting minutes, seconded by Member 

Elliot and approved.  

 

Chairman Darcy said he participated in a 45 minute “exploratory call” telephone conference with 

FEMA representative Tom Pfeifer last week concerning the grant process for the July 1-2 storm 

damage.  As a result of the call a far more detailed “scoping meeting” has been scheduled with 

FEMA representatives for October 13 at which time we have to present proof of the damages and 

costs along with paperwork to meet federal standards on procurement and contracting.  Joe 

Boutin and Scott Matz will also be at the meeting.  

 

Chairman Darcy noted the pictures he emailed members of the great progress in the past week in 

the emergency repairs to the Tunnel Stream bridge over Davis Brook.  Joe Boutin stated he 

would wait a while for the concrete to cure before filling under the bridge with large rocks.  
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Treasurer Swauger reported that our checking account had $89,958.35 and the ICS account had 

$330,044.29.  He reported on the need to transfer $65,000 from the ICS account to pay the Board 

of Education’s invoice, which Chairman Darcy agreed to implement. 

 

There was discussion of various building permit matters including the work to be done on the lot 

next to Town Hall by Billy Joe Boutin and Mr. Churchill.  

 

The meeting was adjourned at 7:32 PM.  


