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Town of Benton 

Select Board Meeting of July 3, 2017  

 

Select Board Members: William R. Darcy, Chair; Regina Elliott and Paula Boutin 

 

Also Present: Dwight Swauger, Treasurer; Joseph Boutin, Jr., Road Agent; and Joseph Boutin III. 

 

*These draft minutes of the Town of Benton Select Board are believed accurate and correct, but they are 

subject to additions, deletions and corrections by the Select Board at the next meeting when the Board 

votes its final approval of the minutes. These minutes are made available at this time to conform to the 

requirements of New Hampshire RSA 91-A:2. 

 

The meeting was called to order by Chairman Darcy at 6:32 PM primarily to address the July 1, 2017 

storm related issues. 

 

Chairman Darcy noted that although Tunnel Stream Road was not passable by many vehicles that there 

were no signs stating the road was closed.  The Town does not have “Road Closed” signs so it was 

decided to use concrete jersey barriers to block access to the unpopulated portion of Tunnel Stream Road 

with the greatest damage.  It was also suggested to the road agent that cones be placed were the edges of 

roads were dangerous.  

 

Chairman Darcy noted that the email forwarded by Scott Matz provided a link to an Initial Damage 

Assessment survey form to alert the New Hampshire Emergency Management agency and Federal 

Emergency Management Agency of the estimated damages in Benton.  That form starts the process for 

determining whether the Town, County and State are eligible for federal disaster assistance.  Chairman 

Darcy solicited pictures of the damage to our roads so they could be attached to the form’s damage 

description.  Another essential element of the form besides descriptions and pictures is an estimate of the 

cost to repair the damage. Road Agent Joe Boutin provided a preliminary estimate but it was agreed he 

would do more work on the estimate and meet with Chairman Darcy the next day, July 4, so the state and 

federal damage assessment form could be completed that day.  

 

The Board agreed that regardless of any state or federal disaster funding we may receive in the future our 

Road Agent should continue diligently repairing the roads as he has done the previous two days and the 

Town must pay for it.  

 

There was a discussion of the status of the Town’s Hazard Mitigation Plan and Emergency Operation 

Plan and the impact it may have on any federal funding for storm damage.  Chairman Darcy said he 

would research what it may require to update the plans. 

 

Chairman Darcy reported the following: that the Primex insurance policies are now in effect and the 

Cincinnati policies have been cancelled; that the federal Interior Department has wired funds ($62,897) 

for payment in lieu of taxes for the U.S. Forest Service lands in Benton; that two checks were received by 

the Town Clerk (including $300 for the federal voter fraud investigation); a property tax check bounced; 

the Northern Pass transmission line is NOT going through Benton despite the information received in the 
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mail from opponents of the line but the National Grid’s Granite State Power Line IS coming through a 

one mile section of Benton; and it looks like most, if not all, of the Dartmouth Ravine Lodge campus is in 

Woodstock rather than Benton or Warren.  

 

Chairman Darcy moved adjournment, seconded by Member Boutin and the meeting was adjourned at 

7:41 PM. 


