
1 

 

Town of Benton 

Select Board Meeting of December 18, 2017  

 

Select Board Members: William R. Darcy, Chair; Regina Elliott and Paula Boutin 

 

Also Present: Dwight Swauger, Treasure and Scott Matz, Emergency Management Director. 

 

*These draft minutes of the Town of Benton Select Board are believed accurate and correct, but 

they are subject to additions, deletions and corrections by the Select Board at the next meeting 

when the Board votes its final approval of the minutes. These minutes are made available at this 

time to conform to the requirements of New Hampshire RSA 91-A:2. 

 

Chairman Darcy called the meeting to order at 6:36 PM.  

 

Chairman Darcy moved approval of the December 4, 2017 meeting minutes, seconded by 

Member Boutin and approved.  

 

Chairman Darcy referenced the USFS final inspection punch list for the Tunnel Brook Road 

reconstruction project which was a result of the walk-around with the USFS contractor which he 

attended.  That punch list work is now complete, so the road is now in full operation in time for 

the winter logging season.  

 

Chairman Darcy noted that he emailed Members the audit proposal of Plodzik & Sanderson for 

the 2017 fiscal year with a cost of $6,500.  Member Elliot strongly endorsed going forward with 

the audit and Member Boutin agreed. Chairman Darcy said he would inform Plodzik & 

Sanderson of their selection. 

 

Chairman Darcy proposed a procedure for developing a Hazard Mitigation Plan, which was a 

document required before applying for any federal grants for hazard mitigation.  Given the small 

size of Benton and the difficulty of assembling people in meetings specifically for plan 

development, it was proposed that Scott Matz and the Chairman first draft a proposal for citizen 

comment and follow-up meetings with service providers and stakeholders.  This draft would be 

developed by using the expired Benton Hazard Mitigation Plan and the recently completed 

Haverhill Hazard Mitigation Plan as templates along with other relevant and updated 

information.  Given that most of Benton’s emergency services are supplied by Haverhill 

organizations, this procedure makes a lot of sense and will save time and money.  For citizen 

input we will have the draft available for the publicly noticed budget hearing and Town Meeting, 

thereby assuring the maximum citizen input. Members Elliott and Boutin agreed this procedure 

would be the best way for Benton to develop a Hazard Mitigation Plan.  
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Chairman Darcy noted the email he circulated with FEMA representatives concerning the 

extensive questions they are asking concerning our funding request for the July storm repairs.  

 

Treasurer Swauger reported that as of today the operating checking account had $248,077.75 and 

the ICS account had $200,113.55.  He requested the Chairman to inform him when the room and 

meals tax check came from the State, so it could be deposited this fiscal year.  

 

The Chairman noted the survey of Benton road mileage which was the basis for the State’s road 

grants to the Town. This document needs to be reviewed closely to assure that all the Town 

maintained roads were properly included in the mileage subject to grant funds.  He noted that it 

appears that the upper part of Howe Hill Road was not included as a Town maintained road. 

 

The annual NH DOT bridge reports were received and the one for the Davis Brook Bridge noted 

that the Town’s recent repairs caused the DOT to take the bridge off their RedList of defective 

bridges requiring repair.  

 

The Board of Education and Town have traditionally held joint budget hearings, so the Board of 

Education Chairman requested that we give them proposed dates in late January. The Board 

proposed either January 23 or 24.  

 

The Board set the following schedule of Select Board meetings: January 8, January 18 (budget), 

January 22, February 5 and 19, March 5, March 12 (Town Meeting) and March 18.  

 

The Board signed a couple of Notices of Intent to Cut Timber.  Member Elliott reported that she 

had contacted Cemetery Trustee Andrea Elliott about the proposal to cut trees in the Town 

cemetery but had not yet received a reply.  

 

The meeting was adjourned at 7:52 PM.  


