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Town of Benton 

Select Board Meeting of September 25, 2017  

 

Select Board Members: William R. Darcy, Chair; Regina Elliott and Paula Boutin 

 

Also Present: Dwight Swauger, Treasurer; Joseph Boutin, Jr., road contractor; Kenneth Kealy, 

Sam Gregory and Wayne Chevalier.  

  

*These draft minutes of the Town of Benton Select Board are believed accurate and correct, but 

they are subject to additions, deletions and corrections by the Select Board at the next meeting 

when the Board votes its final approval of the minutes. These minutes are made available at this 

time to conform to the requirements of New Hampshire RSA 91-A:2. 

 

Chairman Darcy called the meeting to order at 6:37 PM  

 

There was discussion of the need to make changes to the Planning Board member terms of 

office, which are currently 5 year terms despite statutory changes in the early 1980s which 

required them to be 3 year terms.  It also appeared that we had too many Board members, but 

Wayne Chevalier pointed out that he was no longer on the Board, so we had the proper number, 

4 elected and one appointed by the Select Board.  The remedy for the defect in terms of office 

was to henceforth elect Planning Board members at the Town Meeting for 3 year terms 

consistent with the statute.  Also raised was the need to revise the 1976 zoning regulations to 

reflect the statutory changes since their adoption.  One requirement passed in the early 1980s was 

to require a Master Plan prior to the adoption of zoning regulations. Kenneth Kealy produced a 3 

page document labeled Master Plan which he recalled was adopted in the 1980s.  Chairman 

Darcy noted the zoning regulations and state statutes required a Board of Adjustment which had 

the power to grant variances from the zoning regulations.  Town Annual Reports show such a 

Board of Adjustment once existed but no members have been appointed to such a board in some 

time.  Wayne Chevalier pointed to the need to have more regular meetings, at least 4 times a 

year.  Chairman Darcy stated he would contact Martin Noble, Chairman of the Planning Board to 

convene a meeting of the Board.  

 

Chairman Darcy moved approval of the September 11 and 14 meeting minutes, seconded by 

Member Elliot and approved.  

 

Member Elliot noted that she had the opportunity to inspect the condition of the bridge over 

Davis Brook on Tunnel Stream Road and was shocked by its condition and fully supportive of 

the need to repair it quickly.  Chairman Darcy informed the Board that he had signed a contract 

with Saffo Concrete Forms to repair the bridge and it included contract provisions incorporating 

federal requirements and made payments contingent upon approval of the State Department of 
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Revenue Services, if needed.  With the concrete contract in place the next step is for our road 

contractor to do excavation work to clear the work area under the bridge for the concrete 

contractor.  Joe Boutin said he would contact the landowner about access to the downstream 

portion of the bridge and coordinate with Joe Saffo concerning the work needed to clear the way 

for his workers.  He also reported that Dan Finn wanted the end of Howe Hill Road to be 

widened a bit as it has narrowed over the years and since the 2016 fire.  

 

Treasurer Swauger reported that our checking account had $89,531.51 and the ICS account had 

$330,044.29.  He noted that the state portal was down and he had a conversation with DRA 

representative Jamie Dow about changes to our MS-535 form. He presented a draft of the MS-

434 Revised Estimated Revenues and Chairman Darcy asked to hold up its signing and 

submission until he could review it and noted we likely would need to submit another one shortly 

as a part of our request for emergency appropriations to pay for the July 1-2 storm repairs to 

roads and bridges.  He noted he would be attending a New Hampshire Municipal Association 

budget and finance seminar the next day which he hoped would be helpful in our budget 

planning.  

 

There was a discussion of Member Elliott’s request that we have a financial audit conducted by a 

CPA.  Chairman Darcy agreed one should be done for the 2017 fiscal year and presented to the 

Town Meeting.  It would be paid out of the 2018 budget.  He volunteered to draft an RFP to 

solicit proposals from accounting firms.  

 

Chairman Darcy noted at the October 2 meeting we would be meeting with Steve Allen our 

contract assessor and DRA real estate appraiser Vicky Ayer.  

 

The meeting was adjourned at 7:42 PM.  


