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Town of Benton 

Select Board Meeting of December 4, 2017  

 

Select Board Members: William R. Darcy, Chair; Regina Elliott and Paula Boutin 

 

Also Present: Dwight Swauger, Treasurer and Joseph Boutin, road contractor. 

 

*These draft minutes of the Town of Benton Select Board are believed accurate and correct, but 

they are subject to additions, deletions and corrections by the Select Board at the next meeting 

when the Board votes its final approval of the minutes. These minutes are made available at this 

time to conform to the requirements of New Hampshire RSA 91-A:2. 

 

Chairman Darcy called the meeting to order at 6:34 PM.  

 

Chairman Darcy moved approval of the November 27, 2017 meeting minutes, seconded by 

Member Elliott and approved.  

 

Chairman Darcy reported that he signed the agreement with the United States Forest Service 

(USFS) previously authorized by the Board for the repair of Tunnel Brook Road and moving 

Tunnel Brook away from the Road.  The USFS agreement stated it authorized up to $125,000 to 

pay a contractor to repair the road.  The portion of the project the Town was responsible for, 

moving the Brook, was completed last week and a report was submitted to the NH Department 

of Environmental Services (DES) pursuant to their Emergency Authorization.  Our contractor 

did a substantial amount of road repair work, including adding gravel and rock to repair the road 

nearest to Tunnel Brook and doing 100% of the riprap to protect the road from the Brook. This 

should entitle us to FEMA 75% reimbursement if/when the President declares a major disaster 

for the October storm.  

 

Chairman Darcy noted that he has been responding to numerous questions from accounting firms 

regarding our audit RFP which indicates that we should have at least two responders to the RFP. 

 

Chairman Darcy reported he met with the Chairman of the Planning Board, Marty Noble, to go 

over the issues raised in the meeting the Board previously had with other members of the 

Planning Board in September.  A well-documented approval of the 1976 Zoning Regulations and 

Master Plan needs to be implemented with minor updating changes and ensuring the documents 

comply with state statutes. 

 

Treasurer Swauger reported balances of $164,752.87 in the Town checking account and 

$200,095.68 in the ICS account.  
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Joe Boutin reported on discussions he had with Cemetery Trustee Richard Paquin and offered to 

cut down the trees in the new area of the main cemetery in return for the wood.  There was 

general agreement that it should be done but Member Elliott was to confirm the support of the 

Cemetery Trustees by contacting Trustee Andrea Elliott before authorizing the work to go 

forward. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 7:14 PM.  


