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Town of Benton 

Select Board Meeting of October 24, 2017  

 

Select Board Members: William R. Darcy, Chair; Regina Elliott and Paula Boutin 

 

Also Present: Dwight Swauger, Treasurer 

 

*These draft minutes of the Town of Benton Select Board are believed accurate and correct, but 

they are subject to additions, deletions and corrections by the Select Board at the next meeting 

when the Board votes its final approval of the minutes. These minutes are made available at this 

time to conform to the requirements of New Hampshire RSA 91-A:2. 

 

Chairman Darcy called the meeting to order at 6:41 PM.  

 

Chairman Darcy called to order the public hearing to consider the proposal to request the 

Commissioner of the Department of Revenue Administration under RSA 33:11 to allow the 

Town to use $45,000 of the Town’s undesignated fund balance to pay for road and bridge repairs 

required as a result of unexpected damage from the July 1-2, 2017 thunderstorm.  No citizens 

appeared at the hearing to comment.  

 

Member Elliot moved that the Town request the Commissioner of Revenue Administration to 

allow the Town to use $45,000 from our undesignated fund balance to pay for the unanticipated 

road and bridge repairs required as a result of the damage from the July 1-2, 2017 thunderstorm.  

Member Boutin seconded the motion and it was unanimously approved.  

 

Member Boutin moved approval of the October 16, 2017 meeting minutes, seconded by 

Chairman Darcy and approved.  

 

Chairman Darcy stated that the State DRA had set a preliminary tax rate of $18.81 per $1,000 of 

assessed value. This is an increase of over 5% from the 2016 rate of $17.84 and $17.68 in 2015.  

The state allows the Town leeway to adjust the rate by changing the “overlay” or adding some of 

our undesignated fund balance to reduce the tax rate.  The Chairman stated taking $24,500 from 

our undesignated fund balance would reduce the tax rate to $17.83 without seriously depleting 

our fund balance.  The fund balance will be replenished as a result of the expected FEMA funds 

of over $50,000 and underexpenditures in portions of our budget which are expected to add to 

our fund balance at the end of the fiscal year.  He noted that the DRA analysis shows Benton’s 

fund balance is much higher than the highest recommended level, three times higher than the 

recommended level, so using some to maintain the stability of our tax rate appears prudent.  

Therefore, Chairman Darcy moved that the Town contribute $24,500 of the undesignated fund 



2 

 

balance to reduce the tax rate.  Member Elliott seconded the motion and it was unanimously 

approved.  

 

Treasurer Swauger reported that the Town had $100,531.27 in our operating account and 

$265,071.40 in the ICS account.  The Treasurer presented some checks for signing to pay Town 

bills. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 6:58 PM.  


