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Town of Benton 

Select Board Meeting of November 27, 2017  

 

Select Board Members: William R. Darcy, Chair; Regina Elliott and Paula Boutin 

 

Also Present: Dwight Swauger, Treasurer; Joseph Boutin, road contractor; Stephen Robbins, 

Woodsville Ambulance; Steve Allen, contract assessor; and 4 USFS representatives including 

Scott Lees, Civil Engineer, Mark Prout, Fisheries Biologist, Bonnie Woods, Acting District 

Ranger and Jason Walker, Forestry Technician. 

 

*These draft minutes of the Town of Benton Select Board are believed accurate and correct, but 

they are subject to additions, deletions and corrections by the Select Board at the next meeting 

when the Board votes its final approval of the minutes. These minutes are made available at this 

time to conform to the requirements of New Hampshire RSA 91-A:2. 

 

Chairman Darcy called the meeting to order at 6:36 PM.  

 

Chairman Darcy moved approval of the November 20, 2017 meeting minutes, seconded by 

Member Elliott and approved.  

 

Four United States Forest Service (USFS) representatives addressed the Board and answered 

questions on a variety of issues.  Chairman Darcy noted that the Town has recently signed a 

Forest Road Cooperative Agreement with the USFS and will be signing a Project Agreement to 

move Tunnel Brook away from the Tunnel Brook Road and repair the road.  Mark Prout 

discussed the volatile nature of Tunnel Brook and the forces that make any repairs temporary, 

although we could get lucky and have them last 10 years.  Scott Lees noted that their repair 

crews would be repairing parts of Long Pond Road to prevent further deterioration, although 

permanent repairs would not occur until next summer.  There also is work currently underway 

improving the upper part of Howe Hill Road/Black Mountain Trail to enable access for logging.  

 

Woodsville Ambulance Director of EMS Steve Robbins explained the Woodsville Ambulance 

operations and the per capita fee increase.  As a result of the letter he received from Benton 

noting that 107 residents at Glencliff Home are being served by Warren Ambulance the Town of 

Benton will have a net decrease in annual fees despite the per capita increase.  The fee starting 

July 1 will be $5,011.50. 

 

Contract Assessor Steve Allen appeared to discuss his five-year general assessing contract and 

one year statistical revaluation contract.  Chairman Darcy noted he agreed to an 11.5% decrease 

in the general assessing contract fee, to $416 a month. Board members expressed appreciation 

for the fee decrease and signed both contracts.  
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Treasurer Dwight Swauger reported that checking account balance of $53,629.65 and ICS 

balance of $200,095.68.  Chairman Darcy noted those numbers would go up quickly as the tax 

bills have been issued and we have already received over $125,000.   The Board agreed that the 

annual payments for elected officials would be issued at the next meeting.  

 

There was a brief discussion of the need to replace the culvert above Davis Brook, which has 

twice overflowed this year and destroyed a portion of Tunnel Brook Road.  

 

Chairman Darcy noted he issued the RFP for audit services and that the response date is 

December 18.   He also noted that in response to his letter to Grafton County Senior Citizens 

Council that they had reduced their proposed annual contribution from $500 to $200.  

 

The meeting was adjourned at 7:37 PM.  


