
Town of Benton 

Select Board Meeting of May 8, 2017  

 

Select Board Members: William R. Darcy, Chair; Regina Elliott and Paula Boutin 

 

Also Present: Dwight Swauger, Treasurer 

 

*These draft minutes of the Town of Benton Select Board are believed accurate and correct, but they are 

subject to additions, deletions and corrections by the Select Board at the next meeting when the Board 

votes its final approval of the minutes. These minutes are made available at this time to conform to the 

requirements of New Hampshire RSA 91-A:2. 

 

The meeting was called to order by Chairman Darcy at 6:30 PM 

 

Chairman Darcy handed out copies of the letter from Fire Chief Anderson, President of the Twin State 

Mutual Aid Fire Association, and the Chairman’s proposed response with attachments.  There was a 

general discussion of the history of relations with Haverhill and Twin State regarding fire emergency 

services in Benton over the last 25 years, the recent attempt by Haverhill to more than quadruple rates and 

the obvious assistance the President of Twin State was giving to Haverhill’s efforts. Town records 

showed that Benton had reliably paid Twin State and Haverhill for the last 25 years with no previous 

objections to the arrangement until Haverhill proposed a large fee increase late last year.  Twin State 

President’s letter was not timely with Benton fully paid to both Haverhill and Twin State and 

inappropriate given the preliminary state of discussions with Haverhill.  The Board believed it needed to 

protect itself from any actions by Twin State that may harm Benton residents, including by insuring the 

town will receive notice of any proposed actions and an opportunity to meaningfully respond.  

 

A written motion was proposed by the Chairman: 

 

To authorize the Chairman to respond to the Twin State Mutual Aid Fire Association (Twin 

State) letter of May 1, 2017 in a manner stated in the Chairman’s draft letter presented to the  

Select Board at its meeting of May 8; and  

 

If Twin State does not provide the information requested in Attachment C of said Chairman’s 

letter in a timely and complete manner, to authorize the Chairman to file a complaint in Superior 

Court pursuant to RSA Section 91-A:7 for injunctive and other relief to secure the requested 

information. 

 

After discussion, Member Elliot moved approval of the above motion, seconded by Member Boutin and 

approved by the Board. 

  

Member Elliot moved adjournment, seconded by Member Boutin and the meeting was adjourned at 7:26 

PM 


