
Town of Benton 

Select Board Meeting  

Minutes for May 1, 2017  

 

Select Board Members: William R. Darcy, Chair; Regina Elliott and Paula Boutin 

 

 Also Present: Dwight Swauger, Treasurer; Joseph Boutin, Jr., Michael Stiebitz, Tax Collector 

(Prepayment policy); and Alex and Jean Sutherland (Town Hall rental) 

 

 *These draft minutes of the Town of Benton Select Board are believed accurate and correct, but they 

are subject to additions, deletions and corrections by the Select Board at the next meeting when the 

Board votes its final approval of the minutes. These minutes are made available at this time to 

conform to the requirements of New Hampshire RSA 91-A:2. 

 

 The meeting was called to order by Chairman Darcy at 6:33 PM  

 

Member Elliott moved approval of the April 17, 2017 meeting minutes, seconded by Member Boutin 

and approved. 

 

The Board reviewed the building permit application of Laura and Gil Richardson for a combined 

greenhouse and shed and approved the permit. 

 

Joe Boutin presented a Notice of Intent to Cut Wood by Cersosimo Lumber in the National Forest.  

Boutin explained that this is a continuation of the Intent notice filed last year for which a bond 

had been provided.  The cutting was barely started last year and Boutin noted receipt of a 

supplemental bond to cover the area to be cut. There was discussion of the need for Boutin to 

certify in writing that the application had met the requirements the Selectman must certify to the 

State when approving Notices of Intent to Cut Wood.  Chairman Darcy stated he would prepare a 

simple certification form for future Notices. 

 

There has been no further response from Haverhill concerning a fire service agreement.  

Chairman Darcy reported on his visit to Glencliff and meeting with its Administrator Todd 

Bickford and his staff to secure information needed for negotiations with emergency service 

providers (fire, ambulance & dispatch).  A letter from Glencliff noted their client census 

(residents of Benton) of 107 and the fire and ambulance services they received from the Town of 

Warren. Chairman Darcy inquired as to whether funds had been transferred to the Fire Capital 

Reserve Fund as provided in the Warrant Article approved at the Town Meeting. Treasurer 

Swauger stated he needed approval from the Board of Selectman to move the funds.  Member 

Elliott moved that $10,000 be transferred from the unassigned fund balance to the Fire Capital 

Reserve Fund, seconded by Chairman Darcy and approved.  

 



Chairman Darcy reported that upon questioning the premium quotes received from NFP for 

surety bonds he found the underwriter assumed the bond should be based on the maximum 

amount of money handled by each official rather than the State required minimum bond amount 

for each of the positions required to be covered.  The new premium quotes were about one-fifth 

of the previous quotes ($527 vs. $2,597).  He also reported that he now has sufficient 

information to make application to the municipal risk pool (Primex) for Workers Compensation 

and General Liability insurance. There was a discussion of the budgeted insurance number for 

this year ($2,000) being considerably lower than our current premiums or the cost from last year. 

Treasurer Swauger noted the uncertain insurance estimating situation last year. 

 

State statutes require adoption of financial and investment policies annually. There was a 

discussion of the fact that Woodsville bank would not enforce a policy of requiring multiple 

signatures to authorize checks.  There was discussion of a need for a policy requiring such 

multiple signatures for the Board and the Trustees of the Trust Accounts.  Member Elliott moved 

that all disbursements from and checks drawn on Benton bank accounts shall require two 

signatures, which motion was seconded by Member Boutin and approved.  

 

There was discussion of how to maximize the protection of the Town’s bank funds.  Chairman 

Darcy stated that Woodsville Saving Bank informed him that the $250,000 FDIC deposit 

guarantee applied to the total amount of all accounts from a single owner, thereby putting at risk 

Town funds above that number in the event of a bank failure.  A solution is possible which 

involves Woodsville Savings Bank placing funds above $250,000 with other FDIC insured banks 

through their Insured Cash Sweep program.  Information on that program was distributed to the 

Members and the Treasurer.  The Treasurer agreed to accompany the Chairman to the bank for a 

fuller explanation of the program by the Branch Manager and report back to the Board at the 

next meeting.  

 

The Town Tax Collector Mike Stiebitz presented a proposed prepayment policy that the State 

required to be adopted in order for the Town to accept prepayments.  He explained that because 

we regularly accept timber bonds and other routine prepayments we needed to adopt such a 

policy. The Board agreed and signed the new prepayment policy consistent with state law.  

 

The Board also signed a document authorizing the Town Clerk/Tax Collector to make bank 

deposits on behalf of the Treasurer.  

 

As to Surety Bonds, the Board agreed it would be a prudent policy to secure such bonds in the 

amounts required by state statutes and regulations for the Treasurer, Town Clerk, Tax Collector 

and Trustees of the Trust Accounts.  

 



Chairman Darcy reported that he had made contact with the USFS official who had previously 

met with the Board concerning the maintenance of Long Pond Road and that he had referred him 

to the person who would be drafting any agreement.  The Forest Engineer followed up and 

scheduled a meeting with Chairman Darcy. Among the issues to be raised would be USFS 

continuing grading the entire road; repairing the Benton end of road if the damage is caused by 

incidents or maintenance problems upstream on USFS maintained part of road; and restoring 

Benton residents part of road before turning over responsibility for road maintenance.  

 

The Board signed numerous checks to pay Town bills, including a quarterly payment of 

$116,523 to the School Board.  The Treasurer reported end of month balances in the checking 

account of $375,410.13, in the money market account of $96,072.76 and in the yield account of 

$13,537.01.  Chairman Darcy reported that consistent with the wishes of the Board and Treasurer 

that he had today closed the yield account and transferred the balance into the Town checking 

account.  

 

The Board decided to revise its summer meeting schedule to hold meetings on June 26, July 10 

and 24 and August 7 and 28.  

 

Member Elliott reported that Maxine Tyler Day has been set for June 24, 2017 as an open house 

at the Town Hall.  Member Elliott is organizing the event committee and will report back to the 

Board on any resources she may need for the event. 

 

Alex and Jean Sutherland appeared before the Board and requested rental of the Town Hall for a 

date in September.  They were informed that a $50 donation to the Benton Beautification 

Committee would be appropriate and they made out a check to the Committee and secured their 

requested rental date for the Hall.  

 

The Board discussed the Town Meeting Ratification Bill recently enacted by the legislature and 

signed by the Governor. The bill addresses legal concerns raised about the validity of actions 

taken at Town Meetings which were postponed because of a winter storm, including Benton’s.  

The bill provided a means to ratify the actions of the postponed Town Meeting. The Board 

decided that no actions were required. 

 

Member Elliott stated the Board needs to address going out to bid for the road maintenance 

contract and Town Hall painting/staining.  Advertising was discussed and Chairman Darcy stated 

he would research what legal requirements existed for bidding and advertising and put the 

matters on the agenda for the next meeting.  

 

Member Elliot moved adjournment, seconded by Member Boutin and the meeting was adjourned 

at 8:00 PM.  


