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Town of Benton 

Select Board Meeting of August 28, 2017  

 

Select Board Members: William R. Darcy, Chair; Regina Elliott and Paula Boutin 

 

Also Present: Dwight Swauger, Treasurer and Joseph Boutin, Jr., Road Agent 

 

*These draft minutes of the Town of Benton Select Board are believed accurate and correct, but 

they are subject to additions, deletions and corrections by the Select Board at the next meeting 

when the Board votes its final approval of the minutes. These minutes are made available at this 

time to conform to the requirements of New Hampshire RSA 91-A:2. 

 

The meeting was called to order by Chairman Darcy at 6:31 PM. 

 

Chairman Darcy moved approval of the minutes of the Board meetings of August 7 and 11, 

seconded by Member Boutin and approved (Member Elliott abstained from the vote on the 

August 11 minutes).  

 

Chairman Darcy reported that it appears from email correspondence with Haverhill that they 

have approved our latest draft of the fire services contract; we will know for sure when the 

contract arrives in the mail in a few days. 

 

Chairman Darcy submitted a draft contract with the painting contractor who won the bid for the 

Town Hall painting and side porch work.  The contract is different from the bid in requiring 

cedar wood on the side porch and the total cost is $3,900.  Chairman Darcy moved approval of 

the contract, seconded by Member Elliot and approved.  

 

Treasurer Swauger reported the balance of our checking account is $128,137.90 and the ICS 

account of $330,016.27.  He also explained the correspondence with the state regarding 

modifications the state made to the MS-535 budget report which seemed inexplicable and 

inaccurate.  

 

Chairman Darcy explained that because the supplemental road and bridges grant from the state 

pursuant to SB 38 exceeded $10,000 we have to publish a notice of public hearing before the 

Board in a local newspaper.  He has placed the notice in The Bridge Weekly which will appear 

this week and we will start the September 11 Board meeting with the hearing.  The hearing is for 

obtaining public input on what to spend the money on.  The grant can only be spent on road or 

bridge work that had not been budgeted for and the July 1 storm was not budgeted and the cost 

of those repairs exceeds the amount of the grant.  
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Road Agent Joe Boutin reported that a larger culvert has been installed on Howe Hill road where 

the July 1 storm wiped out that portion of the road.  The culvert which was replaced was both 

undersized and had seriously deteriorated, as shown by pictures taken at the time of the 

replacement.   There was discussion of salt and sand procurement for the winter season.  Concern 

was expressed about the Davis Brook bridge over Tunnel Stream Road as a result of the July 1 

storm damage.  

 

Chairman Darcy noted the change in the Town web site to include emergency information; a 

worker’s compensation insurance audit later in the week; no response yet from the Planning 

Board letter; and the need to obtain blank pistol permit forms to meet resident needs.  Concern 

was expressed about the need to clean up and mow around the Town Hall.  

 

Member Elliott moved adjournment, seconded by Chairman Darcy and the meeting was 

adjourned at 7:31 PM. 


