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Town of Benton 

Select Board Meeting of November 20, 2017  

 

Select Board Members: William R. Darcy, Chair; Regina Elliott and Paula Boutin 

 

Also Present: Dwight Swauger, Treasurer and Joseph Boutin, road contractor. 

 

*These draft minutes of the Town of Benton Select Board are believed accurate and correct, but 

they are subject to additions, deletions and corrections by the Select Board at the next meeting 

when the Board votes its final approval of the minutes. These minutes are made available at this 

time to conform to the requirements of New Hampshire RSA 91-A:2. 

 

Chairman Darcy called the meeting to order at 6:32 PM.  

 

Chairman Darcy moved approval of the November 13, 2017 meeting minutes, seconded by 

Member Elliott and approved.  

 

Chairman Darcy noted the minutes for the last meeting explains the reason for this special 

meeting:  

 

As to repairing the Rte. 112 end of the (Tunnel Stream) Road, we first have to explore 

with the State Department of Environmental Services (DES) getting permission to put 

Tunnel Brook back in its original banks and then get formal permission from USFS to do 

the work on their property. 

 

In one short week since our last meeting we secured emergency written authorization from the 

DES to move Tunnel Brook so that it would not be a continued threat to our road; USFS gave us 

written permission to do the Tunnel Brook excavation work on their property to move the stream 

pursuant to DES authorizations; and USFS agreed to reconstruct the damaged Tunnel Brook 

Road at no charge to the Town of Benton.  To complete the Road and Brook project the Board 

has to 1) authorize our road contractor to move Tunnel Brook away from our road pursuant to 

the DES emergency authorization;  2) approve a master “Forest Road Cooperative Agreement” 

similar to the one signed in 2013 but this time including Tunnel Brook and Tunnel Stream Roads 

along with Long Pond Road and Howe Hill Road; and 3) approve a Road Project Agreement for 

Tunnel Brook Road which provides that USFS will reconstruct the Road and Benton will move 

the Brook.  

 

Chairman Darcy moved that the Board authorize our road contractor to immediately commence 

work on moving Tunnel Brook pursuant to the DES authorization at a cost not to exceed 
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$10,000. Member Elliott asked if the price was fair and Joe Boutin responded that it was. 

Member Elliott seconded the motion and it was approved. 

 

As to the Forest Road Cooperative Agreement, Member Elliott objected to the inclusion of Long 

Pond Road as a Town of Benton jurisdiction because it is currently a private road unless and 

until the Town Meeting accepts it as a Town road.  Chairman Darcy agreed and moved that the 

Board authorize him to sign the Forest Road Cooperative Agreement with USFS, but not 

including the 0.128 miles of Long Pond Road as a Town of Benton responsibility.  After 

discussion the motion was seconded by Member Boutin and approved.  

  

Chairman Darcy moved that the Chairman be authorized to sign the Road Project Agreement for 

Tunnel Brook Road which commits the Town to move Tunnel Brook and the Forest Service to 

reconstruct Tunnel Brook Road.  After discussion Member Elliott seconded the motion and the 

motion was approved. 

 

Chairman Darcy noted some of the agreements are still in draft form and that he may not sign the 

agreements until after the next Board meeting at which time the USFS will make a presentation 

on the work they propose to do. But with winter fast approaching he wanted to make sure if one 

or more of the documents had to be signed before the meeting to move the project along, that 

there would be no impediment to doing so. 

 

Chairman Darcy told the Board that he received a call from Cliff Boutin informing him that the 

residents of Long Pond Road had repaired and improved the portion of Long Pond Road with 

residents and invited all Board members to come look at it.  Chairman Darcy said it looked in 

good condition, better than parts of Tunnel Stream Road that were not damaged by the recent 

storm.  

 

At next week’s meeting Woodsville Ambulance has also been invited to attend. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 7:35 PM.  


