
Town of Benton 

Select Board Meeting of May 15, 2017  

 

Select Board Members: William R. Darcy, Chair; Regina Elliott and Paula Boutin 

 

Also Present: Dwight Swauger, Treasurer; Joseph Boutin, Jr., and Mark Elliott (Town Hall rental) 

 

*These draft minutes of the Town of Benton Select Board are believed accurate and correct, but they are 

subject to additions, deletions and corrections by the Select Board at the next meeting when the Board 

votes its final approval of the minutes. These minutes are made available at this time to conform to the 

requirements of New Hampshire RSA 91-A:2. 

 

The meeting was called to order by Chairman Darcy at 6:30 PM 

 

Chairman Darcy moved approval of the May 1, 2017 meeting minutes as written, seconded by Member 

Boutin and approved.  The Chairman moved approval of the May 8, 2017 meeting minutes as written, 

seconded by Member Elliot and approved. 

 

Treasurer Swauger reported our checking account balance was $281,067.00 and the money market 

balance was $96,072.76. 

 

There will a discussion of bill payment procedures, the recommendation of the New Hampshire 

Municipal Association lawyers at a recent seminar, and a review of the check signing procedure. It was 

decided not to make changes to the existing procedure. 

 

The Chairman noted the follow up meeting of Treasurer and Chairman with Woodsville Guaranty 

Savings Bank (WGSB) branch manager Ashley Ricker concerning the Insured Cash Sweep 

(ICS) account as a method to assure FDIC guarantees on all the Town’s funds.  Treasurer 

Swauger agreed it was a system he could work with. The Chairman moved that the Board: 

 

Authorize the Chairman and Treasurer to enroll in Woodsville Guaranty Savings Bank 

(WGSB) Insured Cash Sweep (ICS) money market account, and to authorize the 

Treasurer, in consultation with the Chairman, to determine the allocation of Town funds 

between the Town’s WGSB checking account and the ICS money market account in a 

manner so as to assure prompt payment of Town bills while maximizing yield.  

 

Member Boutin seconded the motion, which was approved.  

 

The Chairman proposed the following motion regarding the proceeds from the rental of the 

Town Hall: 

 



Henceforth, all payments for Town Hall rental shall be deposited in the Town checking 

account to defer the costs of Town Hall maintenance. The Select Board shall consider 

any requests from the Benton Beautification Committee for funding when they are 

received. 

 

Member Elliot moved approval of the above motion, seconded by Member Boutin and approved.  

 

The Chairman described his meeting with High Sheriff Douglas R. Dutile and reported that the Sheriff 

would be attending the June 5 meeting of the Board.  Sheriff Dutile provided the fire dispatch guidelines 

for Benton, which the Board reviewed.  The Chairman also provided the November 16, 2016 front page 

article in the Journal Opinion describing the Haverhill Board of Selectmen meeting concerning raising 

their charges to Benton for emergency fire services.  

 

Concerning Long Pond Road the Chairman reported that he met with Forest Service engineer John Kamb 

who provided him with current models of cooperative maintenance agreements for roads and past 

agreements between the Forest Service and Town.  The Chairman will be sending the USFS what the 

Town wants included in any agreements as well as inquires concerning the revenues the Forest Service 

derives from Long Pond Road area and revenues shared with the Town.  The Chairman also stated that 

the NH Municipal Association seminar he attended stated that Towns are not to expend funds on Class VI 

roads like Long Pond Road until the Town Meeting votes to include it as a Class V road to be maintained 

by the Town.  

 

Member Elliott reported on the efforts to organize the Maxine Tyler Day festivities at the Town Hall. 

 

The Chairman reported that he had submitted the Workers Compensation insurance application to the 

Primex municipal risk pool and would soon submit the application for the property and liability insurance 

coverage.  

 

The Chairman reported that he has researched the issue of contract bidding requirements and handed out 

excerpts from three NH Municipal Association articles which stated that municipalities have no bidding 

and advertising requirements unless they have adopted a procurement ordinance or the contract is for over 

$200 for work to be performed by an elected official.  The warrant article this year for the Town Hall 

staining did require bidding but no such restrictions were imposed on the town roads maintenance 

contract.  The Chairman moved that the Board extend the current road maintenance contract for a year, 

with the proviso that the Board go out to bid next year for a three year road maintenance contract.  

Member Elliott seconded the motion and it was approved.  

 

Member Elliott raised concern about the email received that day from the Department of Revenue 

Services that required the Town to ratify the Town Meeting votes or else the appropriations would not be 

approved by the Department.  The Chairman noted that was inconsistent with the intent of the legislation 

cited by the Department and that Benton was not like many other NH towns, who required ballots for 

elections and warrant articles at the Town Meeting.  He said he would contact the NH Municipal 

Association and inform them that the State was trying to make an optional tool passed by the legislature 



to help a few municipalities into a mandate upon all municipalities who moved the date of their Town 

Meeting because of the winter storm.  

 

Joe Boutin reported on his efforts to explore the repair of the Davis Brook bridge on Tunnel Brook Road.  

He reported that he had been told it would cost $10,000 just to get an environmental permit to commence 

work on the bridge.  He will be meeting at the bridge with state officials later in the week to get their 

opinion of what is required to repair the bridge. 

 

Member Elliot moved adjournment, seconded by Member Boutin and the meeting was adjourned at 7:43 

PM. 


