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Town of Benton 

Select Board Meeting of August 7, 2017  

 

Select Board Members: William R. Darcy, Chair; Regina Elliott and Paula Boutin 

 

Also Present: Dwight Swauger, Treasurer and Joseph Boutin, Jr., Road Agent 

 

*These draft minutes of the Town of Benton Select Board are believed accurate and correct, but 

they are subject to additions, deletions and corrections by the Select Board at the next meeting 

when the Board votes its final approval of the minutes. These minutes are made available at this 

time to conform to the requirements of New Hampshire RSA 91-A:2. 

 

The meeting was called to order by Chairman Darcy at 6:32 PM. 

 

Chairman Darcy moved approval of the July 24 meeting minutes as written, seconded by 

Member Elliot and approved.  

 

The Treasurer reported the checking account balance of $114,569.20 and Insured Cash Account 

of $330.016.48.  The Board signed checks.  

 

Chairman Darcy discussed the revised proposal received on July 31 from the Haverhill Town 

Manager responding to Benton’s June 26 contract proposal for fire services. He referred to the 

written summary of differences from the June 26 proposal.  A counterproposal and transmittal 

letter to Haverhill explaining Benton’s proposed changes were submitted and discussed. 

Members Elliott and Boutin were concerned that it was the first Benton had heard of the 

proposed fire service charges for the first half of 2017, with no invoices having been received 

from Haverhill for the $840 the Town Manager asserted were due for services rendered.  

Chairman Darcy stated revisions would be made that clarified the expectation of invoices before 

any payments would be made.  The major differences with Haverhill were now over their 

assertion that Benton must pay for services to the vast holdings of the federal government, 

Benton State Forest and Glencliff Home.  Other changes in contract language were also proposed 

and discussed. Chairman Darcy moved that the proposed revisions to the fire services contract 

with Haverhill and the transmittal communication explaining our contract changes be approved 

and sent to Haverhill.  Member Boutin seconded the motion and it was approved. 

 

Chairman Darcy noted that we have received two bids so far for painting Town Hall and 

repairing the side porch, with the response deadline being August 10.  The Board agreed to meet 

on August 11 at 6:30 in Town Hall to review the proposals submitted.  
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Chairman Darcy submitted a proposed letter to the Planning Board requesting a meeting for the 

primary purpose of updating the 1976 ordinance on zoning and building code enforcement which 

was required because of numerous statutory changes since 1976. He stated after writing the letter 

he discovered major problems with the composition of the Benton Planning Board. State statutes 

required one Board of Selectman designated member and four elected Planning Board members 

for a five member Planning Board with each of the four elected Planning Board members serving  

a term of three years.  Benton instead had five elected Planning Board Members with a term of 

office of five years in addition to the required Board of Selectmen designated member.  Those 

defects in terms of office and number of members have to be resolved by a warrant article at the 

next Town Meeting recreating the Planning Board in a manner consistent with State statutes so 

that the legality of its decisions could not be questioned.  Chairman Darcy agreed to add that 

Board structure issue to the letter and set a proposed meeting date of September 25.  

 

Chairman Darcy noted he attended the informational meeting for the Granite State Power Link 

which proposed increasing the capacity of its power lines in Benton on the existing rights of way 

on Benton Flats. He also noted that the opponents of the Northern Pass proposal at the North 

Haverhill Fair were asserting the great superiority of the Granite State Power Link over the 

Northern Pass proposal by Eversource.  

 

Road Agent Joe Boutin noted areas of Howe Hill Road and Tunnel Stream road had to be 

patched with pavement and the contractor who recently paved a section of Howe Hill Road may 

be able to do the work. He stated that a culvert on Howe Hill Road had to be replaced with a 

larger diameter culvert before paving over the culvert.  There was discussion of salt sources for 

the winter season. The Road Agent noted we need more gravel on our roads before grading and 

there was discussion of the timing of repairs to Flat Iron Road required by the July 1 storm. 

 

The Board agreed on a meeting schedule for the rest of the year, all to be held at Town Hall at 

6:30 PM on August 11 and 28, September 11 and 25, October 2 and 16, November 13 and 27, 

and December 4 and 18  

 

Member Elliot  moved adjournment, seconded by Member Boutin and the meeting was 

adjourned at 7:38 PM. 


