
Town of Benton 

Select Board Meeting  

Monday April 3, 2017 

 

Select Board Members: William R. Darcy, Chair; Regina Elliott and Paula Boutin. 

 

Also Present: Treasurer Dwight Swauger 

 

*These draft minutes of the Town of Benton Select Board are believed accurate and correct, but 

they are subject to additions, deletions and corrections by the Select Board at the next meeting 

when the Board votes its final approval of the minutes.  These minutes are made available at this 

time to conform to the requirements of New Hampshire RSA 91-A:2. 

 

The meeting was called to order at 6:40 PM 

 

There was an extended discussion of the roles of the Chair and members, the historical methods 

of choosing chairs, and other issues bearing upon the organization of the Select Board.  

 

Member Elliott moved that Board Member Darcy be designated as Chair of the Board, Member 

Boutin seconded the motion and the motion was approved. 

 

Chairman Darcy passed out a proposed letter to the NFP insurance agency responding to their 

request for a copy of the road maintenance contract.  The response included the requested 

contract and solicited quotes from other workers compensation insurance carriers.  It also 

requested information on the cost of surety bonds required by state statutes to cover Town 

officials who handled money on behalf of the Town (e.g. the Treasurer, Town Clerk, Tax 

Collector and Trustees of the Trust Accounts).  The Board agreed to send the letter.  

 

Chairman Darcy moved the following motion concerning compliance with the public meeting 

and records law: 

 

That the Town of Benton comply with New Hampshire’s Right-to-Know law, RSA 

Chapter 91A, including the following actions: 

 

Publishing Board of Selectmen (hereinafter “Board”) meeting dates and times in 

the Town Hall vestibule and on the Town web site; 

 

Allowing Board meetings to be recorded or videotaped as provided in the law, 

RSA 91-A:2,II;  

 

Taking minutes of Board minutes, which shall include the names of members 

present, names of persons appearing before the Board, a description of each 

subject discussed, all motions made, including those that fail, and all final 

decisions; 

 



Publishing Board meeting minutes on the Town web site within 5 days of the 

meeting, subject to revision at the next Selectmen’s meeting; and  

 

Expeditiously transmitting to the Town Clerk the approved meeting minutes.  

 

Member Boutin seconded the motion and the motion was approved. 

 

Member Elliott moved that the Select Board meetings be changed from every Monday evening 

to the first and third Mondays of every month.  The motion was seconded by Member Boutin and 

approved. 

 

Chairman Darcy discussed a proposed letter to Haverhill’s Town Manager informing her that 

Warrant Article 6 had been rejected by the Town Meeting and explaining that the expressed 

reasons for the rejection included the very high increase in fees over what has been paid by the 

Town in the past, the low number of Town building fires and required fire service responses over 

the past decade and doubts about the fairness and calculation of fees given the Town small 

population and number of buildings.  Haverhill would then be informed that the Board had been 

requested to explore other alternatives to the Haverhill contract and requested Haverhill to state 

the basis for the large increase in fee and provide copies of other fire service contracts it has with 

other area towns.  A copy of the proposed letter will be transmitted to the Members for review 

prior to being sent to Haverhill.  

 

Member Elliott moved that the Select Board examine making available to members of the public 

guest access to the Town Hall wifi system so they can access the internet while in the building.  

Chairman Darcy seconded the motion and the motion was approved.  

 

There followed a discussion about other upgrades to the Town’s computer network, including the 

addition of a wireless network printer and upgrading the Town Clerk’s system so he can 

complete vehicle registrations, dog permits, etc. more expeditiously by filling out computer 

generated forms rather than using a manual typewriter.  

 

The two Board members currently authorized to sign checks performed their duty by authorizing 

two disbursements.   

 

The Treasurer reported the current balance of the operating account was $355,131.16, the money 

market account was $96,056.97 and the yield account was $13,535.90.  There was a discussion 

of the request stated at the Town Meeting of exploring increasing the yield on some of the 

accounts and Chairman Darcy raised the possibility of utilizing the New Hampshire Public 

Deposit Investment Pool.  

 

The Board received a report of the transfer of the Nutt property to Roden, which information was 

transmitted to the Assessor Steve Allen.  

 

Member Elliott moved to adjourn the meeting at 7:57 PM, seconded by Member Boutin and 

approved.  

 


