
Town of Benton 

Select Board Meeting of June 5, 2017  

 

Select Board Members: William R. Darcy, Chair; Regina Elliott and Paula Boutin 

 

Also Present: Dwight Swauger, Treasurer; Joseph Boutin, Jr., and Edward Cadreact (excavation notice of 

intent) 

 

*These draft minutes of the Town of Benton Select Board are believed accurate and correct, but they are 

subject to additions, deletions and corrections by the Select Board at the next meeting when the Board 

votes its final approval of the minutes. These minutes are made available at this time to conform to the 

requirements of New Hampshire RSA 91-A:2. 

 

The meeting was called to order by Chairman Darcy at 6:30 PM 

 

Sheriff Douglas Dutile and Tom Andros, Director of Communications for the Grafton County Sheriff’s 

Department explained how police, fire and ambulance dispatch were conducted by the County as well as 

the billing system based on usage of dispatch resources. They also answered questions from Members.  

Members thanked the Sheriff and Director Andros for coming to the meeting and informing us how the 

Sheriff’s Department assists Benton.  

 

Chairman Darcy moved approval of the May 15, 2017 meeting minutes as written, seconded by Member 

Elliott and approved.   

 

Ed Cadreact presented a notice of intent to excavate which, after consultation with Joe Boutin, was 

completed and approved.  

 

The Chairman referenced the offer recently received from Primex for property and liability insurance, 

workers compensation insurance and surety bonds to cover Town fiduciary positions. The proposal was 

considerably less expensive than what we were paying for commercial coverage through Cincinnati. The 

Primex proposal for that package of insurance policies was $1,300 versus $4,446 from Cincinnati.  The 

Chairman moved that: 

 

The Town hereby accepts the offer of the New Hampshire Public Risk Management Exchange 

(Primex) to enter into its Membership Agreement as of the date of the adoption of this resolution, 

and to be contractually bound to all of the terms and conditions of Primex risk management pool 

membership during the term of membership.  The coverage provided by Primex in any year of 

membership shall be as then set forth in the Coverage Documents of Primex; and  

 

The Town hereby adopts the Primex Loss Mitigation Agreement which requires the Town to 

notify Primex of employee issues/concerns before taking employment actions that could lead to 

termination and that prior to termination of an employee the Town will notify Primex to allow it 

to assist in mitigating the impact of any such termination; and  

 



That the Board authorizes the Chairman to sign appropriate documents signifying the Board’s 

approval of the Primex Membership Agreement and Loss Mitigation Agreement.  

 

Member Elliot seconded the motion, which was approved.  

 

Treasurer Swauger reported our checking account balance was $270,783.40.00 and the money market 

balance was $96,890.08. 

 

Concerning Long Pond Road the Chairman reported that he had received an email from the USFS 

itemizing the payments Benton received for service fees and payments in lieu of taxes. The payments in 

lieu of taxes has been consistently over $55,000 a year and the Benton share of user fees, which goes to 

the Board of Education, has been consistently over $12,000 a year.  The USFS email that provided that 

information also noted a cooperative road maintenance agreement proposal for Long Pond Road would be 

sent to Benton shortly.  

 

Member Elliott reported on extensive efforts to organize the Maxine Tyler Day festivities at the Town 

Hall.  Chairman Darcy moved to approve the Town expenditures Member Elliott proposed, including 

notifications in two newspapers for two weeks, a cake, roses and a commemorative gift.  

 

The Chairman circulated the letter from the State DRA stating they would not hold up appropriations 

approval because the Town did not intend to conduct an Annual Meeting ratification meeting of the Town 

pursuant to a new law permitting towns to do so.  Everyone noted the extraordinarily quick reversal of 

position. Treasurer Swauger reported that DRA since the letter had issued has in fact approved our Town 

Meeting appropriations.  

 

Chairman Darcy noted the correspondence he had received from National Grid providing notice of 

herbicide application on their rights of way, which Member Elliott noted was also provided in the local 

newspapers.  

 

The Board approved of the appointment of Fire Warden Albert Boutin, Jr. and Deputy Warden Kenneth 

Kealey.  

 

Treasurer Swauger noted the extensive work being conducted at Dartmouth Ravine Lodge and that 

Dartmouth had not submitted building permits.  Chairman Darcy stated he would look into the matter and 

follow up.  

 

Chairman Darcy moved adjournment, seconded by Member Boutin and the meeting was adjourned at 

7:51 PM. 


