
Town of Benton 

Select Board Meeting  

Monday April 17, 2017 

 

Select Board Members: William R. Darcy, Chair; Regina Elliott and Paula Boutin. 

 

Also Present: Joseph Boutin, Jr., Lou Carpenter (building permit) and Laura Richardson 

(banking matter) 

 

*These draft minutes of the Town of Benton Select Board are believed accurate and correct, but 

they are subject to additions, deletions and corrections by the Select Board at the next meeting 

when the Board votes its final approval of the minutes.  These minutes are made available at this 

time to conform to the requirements of New Hampshire RSA 91-A:2. 

 

The meeting was called to order by Chairman Darcy at 6:37 PM 

 

Member Elliott moved approval of the April 4, 2017 meeting minutes, seconded by Member 

Boutin and the motion was approved.  

 

Lou Carpenter presented a permit application for a septic system on his lot on 239 Tunnel Stream 

Rd with a site plan and appropriate fee which, after discussion, was approved.  

 

Joe Boutin presented a Notice of Intent to Cut Wood on 25 acres of Flat Iron Rd from owner 

Kenneth Taylor, with the responsible logger/forester being Michael J. Clark, which was 

approved. 

 

Joe Boutin then presented a list of expected road work.  Discussion followed, including the status 

of the bridge on Tunnel Stream Road, contact with state officials, and the recent report on 

bridges received from the state.  Chairman Darcy expressed an interest in touring the town’s 

roads with Boutin to inspect their condition.  

 

There was a discussion of centralizing mail delivery at the Town Hall location because the town 

mail now goes to various officials at their homes, which may cause a loss of important 

correspondence.  It was agreed to discuss with post office the location of a locked mail box on 

the street in front of Town Hall.  

 

Chairman Darcy discussed his efforts to get lower payments for Workers Compensation and 

general liability insurance along with surety bonds for town officials handling money.  He 

reported that he found an error in the underwriting assumptions for the current Workers 

Compensation policy (payroll covered) which will result in a refund and lower premiums in the 

future.  Work will continue on filing applications and getting competitive quotes for insurance 

coverage.  

 



Chairman Darcy reported on the follow-up to the letter he sent on behalf of the Board informing 

Haverhill that the Town Meeting had disapproved the proposed fire service agreement with 

Haverhill.  Possible compromises and negotiating strategy were discussed.  

 

The Board discussed Long Pond Road and the meeting with the United States Forest Service 

representatives last fall.  Chairman Darcy agreed to contact Craig Young of the USFS to see if a 

cooperative agreement could be reached concerning maintenance of the road.  

 

The Board signed banking authorization documents for Woodsville Guaranty Savings Bank and 

Laura Richardson, Chair of the Trustees of the Trust Funds, joined the Board in signing one of 

the documents.  

 

Chairman Darcy discussed the need to organize the town’s files into subject matter files for 

much easier retrieval of important documents than is currently the case.  File cabinets are needed 

and removal of some existing bookcases may be necessary. Some materials no longer needed 

(e.g. old statute books) may be donated or disposed of, but there was a unanimous interest 

expressed in preserving historical town documents and books.  

 

Member Elliott moved the appointment of William Darcy as the ex-officio member of the 

Planning Board, which nomination was seconded by Member Boutin and approved. The position 

was required to be filled by state statute and the Town Clerk was required to fill in a name for the 

position on the state required online forms.  There was a discussion of the lack of activity by the 

Planning Board.  Member Elliott also raised the need for a backup appointment (Deputy) to 

perform the duties of Town Clerk and Tax Collector if the current incumbent is unable to 

perform these important duties.  

 

Member Elliott made a motion to adjourn at 8:11 PM, which motion was seconded by Member 

Boutin and approved.  

 

 

 


